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ERITREA  

 

1. The DDR Programme 

 

1.1 The conflict context 

After a thirty-year struggle, Eritrea achieved independence from Ethiopia in 1991. 

The campaign resulted in the death of 40,000 Eritrean civilians and displacement of 

over three quarters of a million people. Independence was ratified (and recognised by 

the UN) in 1993 with a majority of Eritreans voting in favour.
1
 Deteriorating relations 

between Eritrea and Ethiopia (including the Eritrean introduction of the Nafka 

Currency, and tensions over the Red Sea Port of Assab) led to increased tensions in 

the region. War was triggered by Eritrean occupation of the Ethiopian administered 

town of Badme in May 1998. The two-year conflict was costly, and resulted in a 

further 70,000 deaths.
2
 Over 250,000 men and women between the ages of 18-40 

were mobilised for national defence. This included a huge share of the Eritreaôs most 

productive citizens (farmers, professionals, civil servants, and business people). This 

impacted on the national economy. Aside from the costs of weaponry, the government 

subsidised soldiers pay and provided financial support to soldiersô families. Mass 

mobilisation also had labour implications due to the diversion of workers to the 

battlefield.
3
 

1.2 Peace Agreement 

Talks between Ethiopia and Eritrea to end the war culminated in the signing of the 

Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities between Ethiopia and Eritrea on June 18, 2000. 

Both parties agreed to a full cessation of violence and deployment of a UN 

Peacekeeping force. The agreement also reaffirmed the Eritrean and Ethiopian 

governments to their acceptance of the OAU Framework and its Modalities. The 

OAUôs Technical arrangements for the implementation of the OAU framework 

agreement and its modalities includes an outline of demobilisation plans (See Box 1). 

                                                 
1
 J. Maxted (2001)  Human Stability and the Conflict in the Horn of Africa: Part One, Published in 

African Security Review Vol. 10, No 4. 

http://www.issafrica.org/pubs/ASR/10No4/Maxted.html.   
2
 Agency for Cooperation and Research in Development (ACORD). 

http://www.acordinternational.org/index.php/base/eritrea.  
3
 African Development Bank, African Development Fund, Eritrea Country Strategy Paper 2004, 

December 2003. 

http://www.issafrica.org/pubs/ASR/10No4/Maxted.html.
http://www.acordinternational.org/index.php/base/eritrea
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Box. 1: Technical arrangements for the implementation of the OAU framework 

agreement and its modalities, 31 Aug 1999 

Local demilitarisation plans will include: 

- Current location of each unit to demilitarise; 

- Size and composition of each unit; 

- Exact route each unit will utilise to demilitarise; 

- Exact location each demilitarizing unit will move to; 

- Estimated closure time of each demilitarizing unit; 

- Demilitarizing units are not authorised to deviate from the plan nor can they move their 

new location unless coordinated with the peacekeeping mission; 

- Any other information needed to complete verification. 

 

 

Both parties agreed that the demilitarisation would be observed and verified by a 

deployed UN peacekeeping Mission. 

 

In December 2000 both parties signed to a Comprehensive Peace Agreement, known 

as the Algiers Agreement (exerts in Box 2). A key component of this was Article 4, 

which outlines the employment of an international boundary commission to solve the 

border disputes which triggered the war in 1988. The agreement had no 

comprehensive plan for DDR or SSR. 

 

Box 2: the Algiers Agreement 

Algiers Agreement 12
th
 December 2000

4
 

It reaffirms the Partiesô acceptance of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Framework 

Agreement and the Modalities for its Implementation, which have been endorsed by the 35th 

ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, held in Algiers, Algeria, 

from 12 to 14 July 1999. 

They recommit themselves to the Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities, signed in Algiers on 

18 June 2000. 

Article 1 

                                                 
4
 Taken from UNMEE Website. http://unmee.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=57&language=en-

US.  

http://unmee.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=57&language=en-US
http://unmee.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=57&language=en-US
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(1) The parties shall permanently terminate hostilities between themselves. Each party shall 

refrain from the threat or use of force against the other. 

Article 2 

(1) In fulfilling their obligations under international humanitarian law, including the 1949 

Geneva Conventions relative to the protection of victims of armed conflict ("1949 Geneva 

Conventions"), and in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 

parties shall without delay, release and repatriate all prisoners of war. 

Article 3 

(1) In order to determine the origins of the conflict, an investigation will be carried out on the 

incidents of 6 May 1998 and on any other incident prior to that date which could have 

contributed to a misunderstanding between the parties regarding their common border, 

including the incidents of July and August 1997. 

Article 4 

(2) The parties agree that a neutral Boundary Commission composed of five members shall be 

established with a mandate to delimit and demarcate the colonial treaty border based on 

pertinent colonial treaties (1900, 1902 and 1908) and applicable international law. The 

Commission shall not have the power to make decisions ex aequo et bono. 

(16)  The parties agree that the delimitation and demarcation determinations of the 

Commission shall be final and binding. Each party shall respect the border so determined, as 

well as the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the other party. 

Article 5 

(1) Consistent with the Framework Agreement, in which the parties commit themselves to 

addressing the negative socio-economic impact of the crisis on the civilian population, 

including the impact on those persons who have been deported, a neutral Claims Commission 

shall be established. 

 

1.3 Intervention Forces 

The United Nations Mission in Eritrea and Ethiopia (UNMEE) was created under 

UNSC Resolution 1312 (July 2000). The force of 100 observers was expanded under 

UNSC Resolution 1320 to 4,200 troops with 220 military observers. Amongst other 

tasks (including the observance of ceasefire arrangements, UNMEE was charged 

with: monitoring and verifying the redeployment of Ethiopian troops from positions 

taken after 6 February 1999 which were not under Ethiopian administration before 6 

May 1999; monitoring the positions of Ethiopian forces once redeployed; and 

simultaneously, to monitor the positions of Eritrean forces that were to redeploy in 
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order to remain at a distance of 25 kilometers from positions to which Ethiopian 

forces redeployed.
5
 

 

Prospects for a lasting peace were dealt a blow with Ethiopiaôs refusal to accept the 

virtual demarcation of the border by the Ethiopia-Eritrea Boundary Commission 

(EEBC), leading to political stalemate. Without adequate support from the UN 

Security Council, this led to an escalation in tensions. The EEBC dissolved itself on 

November 30
th
 2007, after providing a demarcation by coordinates. It is argued that 

the dissolution of the EEBC has resulted in a loss of an important forum and third 

party arbiter.
6
 The reluctance of the Ethiopian government to accept the demarcation 

and lack of international pressure to force the decision has led the Eritrean 

government to become more belligerent towards the international presence on its soil. 

In January 2008, Eritrea began deploying its army in the Temporary Security Zone 

and blocked fuel supplies to UNMEE, to force it off its territory. In April 2008, UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon outlined four options for the future of UNMEE as a 

direct result of restrictions imposed on them by Eritrea: 

1) UNMEE to resume unchanged, so long as Eritrea lifts all restrictions, resumes 

fuel supplies to UNMEE and allows it to perform the tasks envisaged in the 

cessation of hostilities agreement in 2000 that ended the last border war; 

2) Terminate the mission altogether; 

3) Deploy a small observer mission to only the border area to try to defuse tensions 

between the armed forces of Ethiopia and Eritrea;  

4) Set up liaison offices in the two capitals, Addis Ababa and Asmara, to allow the 

UN to remain ready to help the parties implement their peace agreement from 

2000.
7
 

 

Furthermore, prospects for peace were diminished as a result of fighting along the 

Djibouti/Eritrea Border. On 5
th
 May, Djibouti authorities wrote a letter to the UN 

Security Council expressing concern about the build-up of Eritrean troops on the 

common border. On 10
th
 June 2008 fighting erupted. The US, UN, Arab League, and 

                                                 
5
 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1320. 

6
 International Crisis Group, Beyond the Fragile Peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea: Averting a New 

War, Africa Report No. 141, 17
th
 June 2008 

7
 UN News Centre, Secretary-General sets out four options for UN mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea.  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26305&Cr=unmee&Cr1=.  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26305&Cr=unmee&Cr1
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the East African regional bloc Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) 

all released statements condemning Eritreaôs offensive actions against Djibouti.
8
 Both 

the escalation in tensions with Ethiopia and Djibouti, and increased belligerence 

towards the peacekeeping presence affected the DDR Processes. 

1.4 The DDR Processes  

DDR began in Eritrea in November 2000, where the Government of Eritrea 

announced its intention to initiate a demobilisation and reintegration programme. The 

World Bank was requested to provide technical assistance in collaboration with the 

UNDP and other development partners to create a comprehensive programme, 

entitled the Emergency Demobilisation and Reintegration Program (EDRP). The 

UNDP also provided funding to prepare the framework for the program. 

 

The Government of Eritreaôs initial plan was to reduce its army by two thirds and 

demobilise 200,000 (of a total of 350,000) within a two-year time frame, with the 

programme headed by the National Commission for the Demobilisation and 

Reintegration Program (NCDRP).
9
 Troops to be demobilised included remobilised ex-

soldiers, people serving in the mandatory national service programme, and soldiers 

from the regular armed forces. The objectives were to: demobilise and provide 

reinsertion support to up to 200,000 soldiers in a phased project for a period of 18-24 

months; support the social and economic reintegration of demobilised soldiers into 

communities for a period of 3-4 years, including strengthening of institutional 

capacities of relevant government and local implementing partners; and support 

macro-economic stability. The EDRP was split into three phases: Demobilisation; 

Reinsertion; and Social and Economic Reintegration. 

 

Demobilisation 

The goal was to have the military reduced by 20,000 personnel in an 18-24 month 

period. Thus three phases of 60-70,000 soldiers were to be carried out.  

Reinsertion 

                                                 
8
 Security Council Report, Update Report No.7: Djibouti/Eritrea, 23 June 2008.  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.4279729/.  
9
 World Bank, Technical Annex for a Proposed Credit of SDR 48.1 Million (US $60 Million 

Equivalent) to the State of Eritrea for and Emergency Demobilisation and Reintegration Project, 

Document of The World Bank Report No. T7478-ER, April 22,2002 

 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.4279729/
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 óTransitional Safety Netsô (TSN would cover the demobilised soldiers personal or 

familyôs basic needs. The TSN was the cash equivalent of a defined basket of basic 

goods and services that would enable the family to re-establish a civilian household. 

The World Food Program agreed to provide up to 12 months of food support to 

vulnerable demobilised soldiers. The TSN consisted of two further components: a 

transition allowance of up to US$600 (including the World Food Programme 

subsidies of US$75) and the Enhanced Support to Vulnerable Groups ï extra amounts 

of money made available to vulnerable ex-soldiers based on their health status. The 

extra additional cost of this program is US$2 million. 

 

Social and Economic Re-integration 

This project was based upon the soldierôs ability to re-integrate back into the 

community. However, the design of support projects to facilitate reintegration was 

based on the following principles: 

1. Opportunities. Reintegration projects are defined as opportunities which can be 

accessed by ex-soldiers. Some may be government run projects, some may be led 

by the donor community, NGOôs or private enterprises; 

2. Inclusive re-integration supports ï through getting at least 50% demobilised  

soldiers into local-level projects (as well as internally displaced returnees, 

deportees and  other war-affected persons);  

3. Capacity Building ï ensuring that there is capacity to expand the delivery of 

services and projects aimed at supporting the demobilised soldiers. 

 

1.5 Vulnerable groups 

Specific reintegration programmes for child soldiers were not planned as programmes 

are designed for members of the Eritrean Armed forces, who have a minimum 

recruitment age of 18. Disabled soldiers were to be offered special assistance 

including: professional advice and training; loans; employment and subsidies; support 

with agricultural projects and; access to housing. Special emphasis was placed on 

those suffering from HIV/AIDS. Concerning women ex-combatants, measures to 

ensure equal access to opportunities were included. 
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1.6 Costs 

World Bank Figures estimated the costs to be US$197 million. Box 3 (below) 

summarises how this was to be divided out.  

 

Box 3: Cost of the Eritrean DDR Programme
10

 

Component      Total     Percent  

       Millions  US$  

Demobilisation      9,250,000     4.7  

Reinsertion (cash)      105,000,000    53.2  

Reinsertion (in kind)     15,000,000     7.6  

Reintegration (NCDRP)     35,000,000     17.7  

Reintegration (Sector Programs)   15,000,000     7.6  

Special Target Groups     2,000,000     1.0  

Institutional Strengthening    1,200,000     0.6  

Executive Secretariat (capital)    1,400,000     0.7  

Executive Secretariat (recurrent)   4,000,000     2.0  

Sub-Total       187,850,000    95.0  

Contingencies 5%      9,393,000     5.0  

Total        197,243,000    100  

 

In terms of cost sharing, Box 4 outlines the following organisations who donated 

money to the program: 
11

 

 

Box 4: DDR Donors  

Organisation    Amount (US$) 

World Bank    60 Million 

WFP     15 Million 

Multi Donor Trust Fund
12

  6.5 Million 

World Bank Post Conflict Fund 0.7 Million 

 

 

                                                 
10

 Ibid. 
11

 A. Caramés, V. Fisas and E.Sanz., Eritrea DDR Briefing, Agencia Espanola Coopercion 

Internacional.  

http://www.pangea.org/unescopau/img/programas/desarme/mapa/eritreai.pdf.  
12

 Includes contributions from the Netherlands, Germany, Norway, Belgium, Switzerland and the EU.  

http://www.pangea.org/unescopau/img/programas/desarme/mapa/eritreai.pdf
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Furthermore, the government of the Netherlands assisted in a pilot programme to 

demobilise 5,000 soldiers, through the Multi Donor Trust Fund. In 2002, the World 

Bank approved a loan of US$ 60 million Dollars to cover the demobilisation and 

reintegration of 60,000 soldiers. The annual budget is outlined in Box 5: 

 

Box 5: Annual budget for Eritrean Demobilisation and Reintegration 

Period    Millions of $   (%)  

July 2002-June 2003   57.0    28.9  

July 2003-June 2004   64.5    32.7  

July 2004-June 2005    64.2    32.6  

July 2005-June 2006   11.5    5.8  

TOTAL    197.2    100 

 

The UNDP have played a significant role in the planning and implementation of the 

demobilisation and reintegration programme. In April 2002, UNDP and USAID 

signed the Technical Assistance Programme, in support of the programme. UNDP 

added to the World Bank Funding with a further US$ 200,000 plus US$ 580,000 from 

USAID. Eritrean capacity has been built by ótwinningô international experts with 

national counterparts, to foster a transfer of knowledge and skills through fieldwork. 

The UNDP Support has resulted in the training (in demobilisation assistance) of 500 

psycho-social support workers, staff from the National Commission for 

Demobilisation and Reintegration Programme (NCDRP) and Ministry of Labor and 

Human Welfare (MoLHW).  

 

The UNDP stated in November 2006, that the programme was óone of the best ï 

planned programmes of its kindô. UNDP figures showed that by November 2006, a 

total of 104,400 former soldiers had been demobilised
13

. However, with increased 

tensions in the region (including the build up of military in the disputed territories 

with Ethiopia as well as increased tensions with Djibouti), declared objectives may 

prove difficult to achieve. The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers 2008 report 

noted that in June 2007 demobilisation was suspended due to tension in the region and 

Eritreaôs strained relations with Ethiopia. The coalition noted that National Service 

                                                 
13

 UNDP Eritrea Project Fact Sheet, Crisis Prevention & Recovery: Technical Assistance to Demobilise 

Soldiers, November 2006  
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(which is meant to be between the ages of 18 and 40) can be extended indefinitely 

with conscript reserve duties up to the age of 50 and including former Eritrean 

Liberation Front Veterans
14

. 

 

Challenges 

The Demobilisation and Reintegration programme in Eritrea is notable in its 

organisation and planning. Provision is made for both female and disabled ex-

soldiers. There was no specific programme for child soldiers as the armed forces had 

a minimum conscription age of 18. Plans to decrease the military by two-thirds are a 

considerable policy aim for a country that fought a thirty-year armed struggle. 

International funding has also been notable and it appears that (at least until late 2006) 

there has been a significant level of cooperation with organisations such as the UNDP. 

 

However, the process may now be more difficult to fully achieve. With the current 

failure to find a diplomatic solution to the border issue with Ethiopia, Eritrea has 

moved towards an offensive standing with their military in the borderlands. Coupled 

with offensive operations on the border with Djibouti, the aims of demobilisation may 

not be met. It is also worth noting that this form of óDDRô did not incorporate 

óDisarmamentô. In effect, soldiers were sent home, without an effective disbarment or 

supporting SALW programme in place. With the Eritrean Government pursuing a 

policy of forcing the UN off their territory, international efforts to assist 

demobilisation programmes could be threatened. Added to this are reports that the 

government is increasingly cutting off aid, including turning down the World Food 

Programôs free distributions to 1 million people, as well as a proposed UD$ 100 

Million Development loan from the world bank
15

. This has two implications: firstly 

reintegration will be undermined, as these organisations are key service providers; 

secondly, this óshutting outô of the international community could have implications 

for the human security of the population.  

                                                 
14

 Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, Child Soldiers: Global Report 2008.  

http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/files/country_pdfs/FINAL_2008_Global_Report.pdf.  
15

 Los Angeles Times, Eritrea aspires to be self-reliant, rejecting foreign aid, October 2, 2007.  

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg eritrea2oct02,1,2576926.story?coll=la-

headlines-world.  

http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/files/country_pdfs/FINAL_2008_Global_Report.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg%20eritrea2oct02,1,2576926.story?coll=la-headlines-world
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg%20eritrea2oct02,1,2576926.story?coll=la-headlines-world


   

  10 

2. Human Security in Eritrea  

 

2.1 Effects of the 1998-2000 War 

The 1998-2000 conflict had serious consequences for the Eritrean population. Over 

70,000 Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin were deported from Ethiopia, 

leaving behind family and business. Due to the substantial wealth lost in the 

deportation, most of the deportees became totally reliant on the Eritrean government 

for subsistence. In terms of internal displacement, around 1.1 million people were 

driven from their homes (majority women and children). This created a financial and 

social burden on the government and public service provision in villages IDPôs 

located to. The return process has also had substantial costs incurred through 

rebuilding homes, education and health systems. 
16

 Furthermore, food production 

capacity was diminished by the war. A UN/Government of Eritrea needs assessment 

of 2000 found that 1.76 million rural people required food aid during 2001. This has 

been compounded by drought, which is estimated to have affected some 738,000 

people (many of whom had been impacted by the conflict).
17

 

 

2.2 Human Development Index 

The 2007/2008 Human Development Report placed Eritrea in 157
th
 place out of 177 

countries in the Human Development Index (HDI) - in the óLow Human 

Developmentô category. Furthermore, Eritreaôs position is below Djibouti (149
th
) and 

Sudan (147
th)

, but above Ethiopia (169
th
).

 18
  

 

2.3 Health Security 

The World Health Organisationôs Country Cooperation Strategy (2004-2006) for 

Eritrea notes that the Government of Eritrea brought about significant improvements 

in health indicators. In particular there was a drop in the infant mortality rate (IMR) 

from 72 deaths per 1000 live births in 1995 to 48 per 1000 live births in 2002. 

                                                 
16

 African Development Bank, African Development Fund, Eritrea Country Strategy Paper 2004, 

December 2003. 
17

 World Bank, Technical Annex for a Proposed Credit of SDR 48.1 Million (US $60 Million 

Equivalent) to the State of Eritrea for and Emergency Demobilisation and Reintegration Project, 

Document of The World Bank Report No. T7478-ER, April 22, 2002 
18

 United Nations Development Fund, Human Development Report 2007/2008 Fighting Climate 

Change: Human Solidarity in a Divided World, New York, 2007.  

http://hdrstats.undp.org/countries/country_fact_sheets/cty_fs_ERI.html.  

http://hdrstats.undp.org/countries/country_fact_sheets/cty_fs_ERI.html
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Furthermore, physical access to health services improved from 46% in 1993 to 70% in 

2002. However, the utilisation of such services was still seen as inadequate. Box 6 

(below) offers a number of indicators relating to health offered by the WHO in 

2004
19

. 

 

Box 6: Health indicators in Eritrea
20

 

Indicator       1995    2002     Source  

 

Population Urban; Rural   2.5 million   3.2 million    MoLG*  

     N.A.    20%; 80%    EDHS*  

Literacy rate (>6 years of age)  N.A.    M-59%; F-44%   EDHS  

Population growth rate    N.A    3%    EDHS  

Infant mortality rate    72/1,000   LB 48/1,000 LB   EDHS  

Under-five mortality rate  136/1,000 LB  93/1,000 LB   EDHS  

Maternal mortality ratio   998/100,000 LB         -     EDHS  

Total fertility rate    6.1    4.8     EDHS  

Contraceptive prevalence rate-  8%    8%     EDHS  

married women  

DPT-HepB3 coverage   49% (DPT only)  83%     EDHS  

Deliveries attended by trained  21%    28%     EDHS  

health workers  

HIV prevalence rate   N.A    3%     HIV/AIDS  

            Unit, MoH* 

 

However, there is a trend of falling spending on health; the WHO National Health 

Accounts Series finds that Total Expenditure on Health has dropped to 3.7% of 

Eritreaôs GDP ï the lowest in the past 10 years.
21

 

 

2.4 Food Security 

The UNôs Development Assistance Framework reports that Eritrea is a ófood insecure 

countryô due to prevalent high levels of poverty, low development and insecurity 

                                                 
19

 World Health Organisation (2006) WHO Country Cooperation Strategy: Eritrea 
20

 EDHS ï Eritrean Demographic Health Survey; MoLG ï Ministry of Local Government; MoH ï 

Ministry of Health 
21

 World Health Organisation - National Health Accounts Series: Eritrea 

http://www.who.int/nha/country/ERI.pdf.  

http://www.who.int/nha/country/ERI.pdf


   

  12 

triggered by conflict and drought. According to the National Poverty Assessment, the 

incidence of food poverty (signifying those who are unable to meet their essential 

food requirements) is 70-80% of the population (i.e. 80% in rural areas, 20% in urban 

areas). Female-headed households are particularly vulnerable, and are characterised 

by low farm production and income due to insufficient human capacity and ownership 

of fewer assets than the average poor household. The UNôs assessment of the causes 

of food insecurity in Ethiopia identified a number of factors. They are: low domestic 

production due to the prevailing semi-arid climate, characterised by erratic rainfall 

and frequent droughts; war damage; loss of livestock; population displacement and 

dislocation and; predominance of low-productivity owing to subsistence farming, 

fragmented land ownership, poor farm management, deforestation and uncontrolled 

over-grazing. 

 

To combat this, the Government of Eritrea has adopted a two-pronged strategy. On 

the national level, three pillars are outlined: 

1) Raising agricultural productivity and marketing of agricultural output 

2) Improving national capacity to import food, including keeping reserves 

3) Using international food assistance more efficiently and effectively 

On a household level, the key elements are: 

1) Increasing domestic production and farm income 

2) Ensuring access to food 

3) Promoting a targeted public assistance programme including food for the 

vulnerable and poor 
22

 

 

2.5 Economic Security 

The Fund for Peace Country Indicator for Eritrea has noted an improvement in 

Eritreaôs economic situation since the negative GDP growth of 12% in 2000, 

following the 1989-2000 war with Ethiopia. Although there have been improvements, 

drought has left about two-thirds of the country dependent on food aid. Added to this 

was hyperinflation caused by a massive influx of international aid. Although there 

were improvements, uneven economic development has been noted by the fund for 

peace, stating that óMost of the population lives in extreme poverty with better-paying 

                                                 
22

 UNDAF, Eritrea: UN Development Assistance Framework 2007-2011. 

http://www.er.undp.org/UN%20System%20in%20Eritrea/docs/UNDAFPub.pdf.  

http://www.er.undp.org/UN%20System%20in%20Eritrea/docs/UNDAFPub.pdf
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business, military and government jobs being awarded to allies loyal to President 

Isaias Afewerkiô 
23

. Furthermore, the World Health Organisation cites a 2003 report 

which estimates that more than 66% of the Eritrean population live below the 

population line. 
24

  

 

2.6 Environmental Security  

With reference to the MDGôs, the UN can only report on reaching Target 10, which is 

to halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking 

water (current statistics put a proportion of 32.5% of people without access to clean 

water) This target is classed as Attainable, albeit with the caution that data overstates 

the actual situation with regard to access to safe drinking water
25

. 

2.7 Freedom from fear 

2.7.1 Political Security 

Assessments of Political Security in Eritrea are not optimistic. An Institute for 

Strategic Studies monograph gave this assessment in 2007 

 

From an ideological point of view, the New Eritrean nationalism has become 

the justification for internal tyranny and external aggression. From the human 

rights point of view, the people have become hostages of the system; half of the 

Eritrean government has been thrown into jail for advocating political 

pluralism; there is no democratically elected parliament; and the independent 

newspapers have been closed while their editors have either escaped or been 

imprisoned. The human rights issue in Eritrea is often compared to that of Pol 

Potôs Cambodia 

 

It states that Eritrea is a óguerrilla state that exercises totalitarian tyranny at home and 

aggression abroadô and that the humanitarian issue is assuming the character of 

                                                 
23

 Fund for Peace Country Profile: Eritrea. 

http://www.fundforpeace.org/web/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=40&Itemid=285. 

Accessed 06/06/2008. 
24

 World Health Organisation (2006) WHO Country Cooperation Strategy: Eritrea 
25

 UNDAF, op. cit. 

http://www.fundforpeace.org/web/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=40&Itemid=285
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ógenocideô.
26

 Amnesty Internationalôs 2008 Report catalogues a series of criticisms of 

the Government of Eritrea.
 27

 The report states that: 

¶ The government did not allow opposition parties, independent civil society 

organisations or unregistered faith groups and tolerated no dissent.  

¶ Thousands of prisoners of conscience were held.  

¶ There was no recognizable rule of law or justice system, civilian or military. 

¶ Detainees had no means of legal redress and judges were unable to challenge or 

question arbitrary detentions or government or military actions violating human 

rights.  

¶ Constitutional and legal protections of human rights were not respected or 

enforced. 

 

2.7.2. Religious Security 

Reports of religiously motivated violence have increased. In September 2007, the 

BBC reported a campaign against Christian Minorities, in particular, Evangelical and 

Pentecostal movements. The BBC report cited a Compass Direct estimate of 2000 

people being held in jails across Eritrea because of their religious beliefs. This 

crackdown followed a government announcement in May 2002 that only its four 

oldest faiths (Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran, Islam) would receive official sanction. 

Evangelical Christians who have been arrested face severe pressure to recant their 

faith. Accounts are commonplace of torture, lack of food and terrible conditions.
28

  

 

2.7.3. Refugee Security 

The UNHCR reported that in 2007, the highest concentration of Eritrean asylum-

seekers was in Sudan (14,100 new claims) and Ethiopia (7,800).
29

 A high number of 

Eritrean asylum seekers are currently in Egypt and are reported to be facing forcible 

return to Eritrea. This has alarmed UNHCR, who publicly declared their concerns 
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about the Egyptian authorities forcibly returning asylum seekers before the UNHCR 

had access to them to determine their claims for refugee status and international 

protection
30

.  

 

2.7.4 Press Freedom 

The Reporters without Borders (RSF) Worldwide Press Freedom Index 2007 ranked 

Eritrea in Last place in their index, which measures the level of press freedom in 169 

countries. A number of factors have contributed to this positioning, in particular, 

actions against the privately owned press, and conviction of journalists who criticise 

the Government or President. Four journalists have died in prison
31

.  

 

2.7.5. Security of Women 

The UNDPôs Human Development Reportôs Gender-related development index (GDI) 

places Eritrea at 136 out of 156 countries. The Government has given priority to 

combating Female Genital Mutilation/Cuttine (FGM/C) and has worked with the 

Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) to support the óThe 

Anti-FGM/C Campaignô project, implemented by the National Union of Eritrean 

Women (NUEW).
32
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MAP of ERITR EA
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