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NIGER 

 

1. The DDR Programme 

 

1.1  The Conflict Context  

 

Most of territory that today constitutes the Republic of Niger was at one time or 

another part the empires of Mali and the Songhai in 13
th
-16

th
 centuries.  The French 

entered the region in 1900 and spent the next 20 years ópacifyingô Niger, in fact the 

last Tuareg stronghold was not brought under French control until 1922, at which 

point Niger became a French colony.  After increased agitation for independence in 

the 1950s, the French slowly began to hand over power to the Zarma and other 

Songhai speaking groups (25% of the population), who lived around the capital 

Niamey and the countries largest ethnic group the Hausa (50% of the population). In 

this way the seeds of a conflict which would pit neglected northern nomad groups 

against a central government dominated by the Hausa and Zarma/Songhai were sown.  

 

After gaining independent from France in 1960 Niger experienced single-party and 

military rule for most of its post-independence history.  This all changed in 1991, 

when the military dictator General Ali Saibou was forced, by mounting public 

pressure, to allow multiparty elections.  As a resulted a democratic government was 

established in 1993 and Niger finally looked as though it was on the road to recovery, 

both politically and economically.
1
 

 

Key to the downfall of Nigerôs last military regime was the handling of the Tuareg 

rebellion(s) which began in 1990.  Tuareg, Arab and Toubou groups in Niger and 

Mali staged a violent rebellion against their respective central governments, with the 

aim of either achieving autonomy or forming their own nation-state.  The Tuaregs, 

who quickly became the leaders of the rebellion, due to the numerically superiority 

and better regional links, harboured dissatisfaction with their poor living conditions 

                                                 
1
 Posthumus, B. (2000) ñNiger: A Long History, a Brief Conflict, an Open Futureò Searching for Peace 

in Africa Publications. Available at: http://www.conflict-

prevention.net/page.php?id=40&formid=73&action=show&surveyid=37. Accessed 22/01/2008. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_entity
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/page.php?id=40&formid=73&action=show&surveyid=37
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/page.php?id=40&formid=73&action=show&surveyid=37
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and their lack of political influence in Niamey and Bamako.
2
 The main rebel groups 

were the Front for the  Liberation of Air and Azaouak (FLAA) and Front for the 

Liberation of Tamoust (FLT).  

 

The Tuaregsô rebellion intensified with the attack on a police station in Tchin-

Tabaradene in May 1990 that resulted in 31 deaths.  The Nigerien military retaliated 

by arresting, killing and torturing large numbers of Tuareg civilians in Tchin- 

Tabaradene, Gharo and In-Gall; in an episode known as the Tchin- Tabaraden 

massacre
3
.   

 

In 1993, talks between the Nigerien government and the rebels began.  In February 

1994, the Coordination de la Resistance Armée (CRA), an umbrella organisation of 

Tuaregs, released a document calling for the formation of a Nigerien federation, the 

punishment of those involved in the Tchin-Tabaradene massacre and constitutional 

reform.  The talks culminated in a truce, which was announced in March 1993.  Peace 

talks were held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso and resulted in the signing of an 

agreement in October 1994.  The renamed Organisation of the Armed Resistance 

(ORA) signed the final agreement on behalf of most of the rebel groups in the 

Nigerien capital Niamey, on 24 April 1995.  At the time there were three non-

signatories to the agreement: two of these groups later united to form the Union of the 

Armed Resistance Forces (UFRA) and a newly established Toubou rebel group the 

Democratic Revolutionary Front (DRF).  

 

Tensions and violence in the north involving UFRA continued due to the slow 

implementation of the Peace Agreement.  An additional peace accord was signed with 

UFRA in Algiers on 28 November 1997.  In August 1998 the Toubou rebel group was 

said to have signed a cease-fire with the government.  The transition process, however, 

was challenged in April 1999 because of a massacre of Toubou men under the 

Mainassara government.  The last Toubou armed group signed up to the peace accord 

in August 1999.
4
 

                                                 
2
 Ibid. 

3 
Amnesty International (1999), Niger Report. Available at 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR43/007/1999/en/dom-AFR430071999en.html. Accessed 

02/05/2007.  
4
 Encyclopaedia Britannica Online (N.A.) Available at: http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Air_and_Azaouak&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Tamoust&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Tamoust&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Tamoust&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tchin-Tabaradene&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tchin-Tabaradene&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gharo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In-Gall
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tchin-Tabaradene&action=edit
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR43/007/1999/en/dom-AFR430071999en.html
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9124550/NIGER
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In 1996, a coup dôétat was orchestrating by Colonel Ibrahim Bare who was then 

assassinated in 1999.
5
 However democratic rule was ushered in later that year with the 

election ex-Colonel and long time opposition figure, Mamadou Tandja, as president.  

Tandja was re-elected in 2004
6
. 

 

At the beginning of 2007, the Nigerien Movement for Justice (MNJ), mainly 

composed by Tuaregs, attacked several military targets in Niger's northern region and 

events have since evolved into a budding insurrection.
7
 By April 2008 the troubles 

had spread to the north east when Toubou-led Revolutionary Armed Forces of the 

Sahara (FARS) attacked the regional capital of Diffa
8
. 

 

Niger is considered to have the third highest risk of insecurity in the world, following 

Afghanistan and Iraq.
9
 Though Nigerôs relations with former colonial power France 

remain strong, links with the United States are increasing.  This new found 

relationship with the United States centres on concerns of military co-operation for 

the elimination of supposed terrorist training camps in the central Sahara.
10

  

 

1.2  Peace Agreements and implications for the DDR process  

 

Several rounds of peace negotiations tried to end the conflict, with limited success.  

The first peace talks were held in 1994 Ouagadougou and resulted in the signing of 

an agreement in October.  However the truce proved short lived when new clashes 

occurred within weeks or signing ceremony.
11

  

 

                                                                                                                                            
9124550/NIGER. Accessed 16/05/2008 
5
 CIA World FactBook (June 2008) Niger. Available at https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-

world-factbook/geos/ng.html. Accessed 02/05/2008. 
6
 Ibid. 

7
 Ibid.  

8
 Massalatchi, Abdoulaye (2008), óToubous open new front in Niger's Sahara conflictô, Reuters, 

8.05.2008. Available at: http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL0898905.html. Accessed 12/05/2008. 
9
 Colin  Thomas-Jensen (No Date) Beyond AFRICOM: Toward a Comprehensive US Africa Policy. 

Yale Journal of  International Affairs. Available at http://www.yjia.org/node/71. Accessed 12/05/2008. 
10
African Economic Outlook (2006) ñNigerò, African Economic Outlook. Available at: 

www.oecd.org/dev/publications/africanoutlook. Accessed 22/01/2008. 
11

 Murison, K. (2004) Africa South of the Sahara. 33
rd
 ed., Classmark: London. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL0898905.html
http://www.yjia.org/node/71
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In March 1995, a new round of peace talks began in Ouagadougou, under the 

mediation of France, Burkina-Faso and Algeria.  In April, it was announced that a 

lasting agreement was reached.  This peace agreement was formally signed by long 

time Tuareg rebel leader Rhissa Ag Boula and the Nigerien Government negotiator 

Mai Maigana in Niamey on 24 April 1995.  It envisaged implementation of its 

provisions within a period of six months. A cease-fire took effect the following day, 

on 24 April 1995. The Niamey Peace Agreement essentially reiterated and renewed 

the provisions of the October 1994 Agreement.
12

  

 

The agreement provided for the establishment of a special peace committee which 

was tasked with ensuring practical implementation of the agreement. Demobilised 

rebels were to be integrated in the Nigerien military and civil sectors and special 

military units were to be responsible for the security of the northern regions.  

Particular emphasis was to be placed on the economic, social and cultural 

development of the north.  A general amnesty was envisaged for all parties involved 

in the Tuareg rebellion and its suppression.
13

  

 

The provisions of the April 1995 agreement were gradually enacted: the Comité 

Spécial de la Paix was inaugurated in May.  A military observer group, comprising 

representatives of Burkina-Faso and France was deployed in the north in July. 

However, the issue of the amnesty proved more controversial and was opposed by the 

military.  An amnesty decree was eventually signed in July 1995 by Prime Minister 

Hama Amadou and all Tuaregs prisoners were reported to have been released shortly 

afterwards.  Clashes in the north between Tuaregs and an Arab militia unit and other 

clashes in the north east involving Tuaregs and the armed forces undermined the 

peace process.  The January 1996 coup dô®tat further destabilised the country and 

threw the future of the peace process into doubt.  

 

In July 1996, a preliminary agreement was reached between the Comité Spécial de la 

Paix (CSP) and the resistance movements regarding the integration of demobilised 

fighters into the regular army and civilian sector.  Tuareg leaders expressed 

disappointments with regard to the number of fighters to be integrated in the army and 

                                                 
12

 Ibid. 
13

 Ibid. 
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paramilitary forces (1, 400) not considered enough by them.  In September joint 

peace-keepers patrols of the Nigerien armed forces and former rebels were 

inaugurated in the North.  Because of the inadequacy of arrangements for the 

reintegration of demobilised fighters, rebel leader Rhissa Ag Boula announced in 

September that the ORA was no longer bound by the peace agreement.  

 

The signing of a protocol for the encampment of 5 900 former fighters prior to their 

disarmament and reintegration into regular armed forces and civilian structures was 

preceded by a meeting between the High Commissioner for the Restoration of Peace 

and 10 of the reported 12 resistance groups. The ORA remained excluded from this 

process. In April 1997, President Mainassara signed a decree establishing a 

Commission under his direct jurisdiction charged with the overseeing of the process 

of encampment and reintegration of former combatants. As a result insecurity 

persisted. 

 

In early June 1997, following negotiations in Chad, it was announced that Toubous 

and Arabs of the Forces Armées Révolutionaires du Sahara (FARS) agreed to join the 

peace process.  In September 1997, a further meeting of the parties to the peace 

process resulted in an agreement relative to the integration of former fighters into the 

armed and security forces.  Elements of the UFRA, frustrated by the slow 

implementation of the peace process took the arms again. However, in October 1997, 

the conclusion of the disarmament process was officially celebrated in Tchin-

Tabaradene.
14

  

 

Following two weeks of negotiations, on 28 November 1997, a peace accord 

(incorporating an immediate cease-fire) between the UFRA, the FARS and the 

Nigerien government was signed in Algiers.  The ORA and the CRA surrendered 

their weapons stocks at Agadez in March 1998.  March also marked the beginning of 

the voluntary repatriation of Nigerien refugees from Algeria under the supervision of 

the UNHCR and the Algerian Red Crescent.
15

 

 

                                                 
14

 Taylor & Francis Group (2003); Africa South of the Sahara 2004, Routledge. p.800 
15

 Murison, K. (2004) Africa South of the Sahara, op. cit. 
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The April 1998 meeting of the Peace Monitoring and Implementation Committee 

(charged with overseeing the implementation of the April 1995 peace accord) was 

termed the November 1997 Algiers addendum protocol. Two months later it was 

reported that the last units of the UFRA had disarmed at a ceremony near Agadez.  

Concerns remained that progress had still to be made in relation to the delayed 

fulfilment of quotas for Tuaregs in military formations.  On 21 August 1998 another 

peace accord was signed with the rebels in Nô Djamena.
16

 The conflict, however, 

continued.  

 

Norris highlights that according to a report written by Mohamed Ag Anacko only 2 

852 ex-combatants were integrated into the armed forces or into civil services
17

. In 

June 2000, Sia Katou, Commander in chief of the UFRA, complained that 3 500 ex-

combatants were waiting to be integrated
18

. In June 2000, thousands guns were 

burned in Agadez under the Flame of Peace initiatives
19

. However sporadic violence 

continued.  

 

In early 2007 relations between ex-combatants and the government broke down.  A 

unified force of ex-combatants began attacks against the government.  The so-called 

Second Tuareg Rebellion began on the basis of the perceived governmental lack of 

honour of the 1995 peace accord
20

. The Nigerien government, however, denied the 

existence of rebel fighters, considering them ñbandits trafficking drugsò
21

. 

 

Tuareg leaders and Non Government Organisations claimed that the violence of 

February 2007 was the culmination of widespread disillusion amongst ex-combatants 

regarding the slow progress of promised benefits, and lack of functioning democratic 

institutions
22

. 

                                                 
16

 Murison, K. (2004) Africa South of the Sahara, op. cit. 
17

 Norris, C. (2001) ñMali- Niger: Fragile Stabilityò; WriteNet Paper No. 14/20000, UNHCR Centre 

for Documentation and Research.  
18

 BBC Summary of World Broadcasts (2000) ñNiger: Disarmament of armed groups reaches final 

stage, quoting La Voix du Sahel, 6.06.2000.  
19

 Norris, C. (2001) ñMali- Niger: Fragile Stabilityò, op. cit. 
20

 IRIN (May 2007) ñNiger: New Tuareg rebel group speaks outò, IRIN News, 17.052007. Available at: 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72223. Accessed 26/01/2008 
21

 Ibid. 
22

 Jeune Afrique (2007) ñLa crise touareg due a lô ñechecò des accords de 1995ò 25.08.2007. Available 

at: http://www.jeuneafrique.com/pays/niger/article_depeche.asp?art_cle=AFP30907lacriedsdro0. 

Accessed 25/01/2008. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Tuareg_Rebellion
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72223
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/pays/niger/article_depeche.asp?art_cle=AFP30907lacriedsdro0
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Box 1: Niamey Peace Accord
23

  

 

1995 peace talks concluded with the signature of the Niamey Peace Accord that 

called for: 

- An immediate cease-fire. 

- The establishment of a Peace Special Committee composed by members 

from the two factions with the following main tasks: to monitor the 

application of the agreement and the process of disarmament of ex-

combatants and collection of arms and ammunitions.  

- Monitoring of the government reforms, in particular the effective 

implementation of the disarmament process, the integration programme and 

the reintegration of former combatants into the Nigerien military force or into 

civilian occupations.   

- A complete disarmament of the rebelsô forces.  

- A general amnesty. 

- A series of reforms targeting in particular the economic, social and cultural 

development of the Northern part of the country. 

 

 

1.3 Intervention Forces  

 

No UN Peace Keeping Mission or foreign forces are in present in Niger. The only 

international presence devoted to the promotion or consolidation of peace is the 

UNDP, through the project óSupport for Peace Consolidationô in the areas of Aïr and 

Azawak. 

 

2.  DDR 

 

2.1 DDR according to the provisions in the 1995 Niamey Peace Agreement  

 

                                                 
23

 Humacom (October 2006) Touaregs : l'accord de Paix du 24 avril 1995, Niamey, Niger. Available at 

http://humacom.typepad.com/reseau_humacom/2007/10/touaregs-laccor.html. Accessed 25/01/2008. 

http://humacom.typepad.com/reseau_humacom/2007/10/touaregs-laccor.html
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It has hoped that demobilisation of combatants would have been finished by the end 

of 1995. The actual process of integration, reintegration and insertion of ex-

combatants into the military, paramilitaries Forces or civil employments was 

supposed to start on 1 July 1995. The disarmament/ demobilisation of Organisation of 

the Armed Resistance (ORA) ex-combatants was supposed to have started on 1 

October 1995. The 1 October 1995 was also the starting date for the process of 

formation and integration of ORA elements into the Nigerien army.  

 

 

2.2 Implementation of DDR 

 

13 UNV volunteers who served under the Peace Consolidation Project successfully 

achieved the economic and social integration of 890 ex-combatants in the Manga and 

Kawar regions through targeted trainings
24

. 

 

Because of its success, the UNDP, in partnership with the government of Niger, 

France, the US and Libya mobilised resources to replicate this project in the northern 

regions of Aïr and Azawak in 2006.  Local partners are the High Commissariat for the 

Restoration of Peace and the Ministry for the Communitarian Development.  The first 

activities started in February 2006 and it was initially planned for 1 year
25

.  The 

project aims at guaranteeing sustainable development in the areas of Aïr and Azawak 

through peace consolidation and the promotion of local development.  

 

Expected results are: the socio-economic reinsertion of 3 160 ex-combatants; the 

promotion of a culture of peace; the support of local development; and the support of 

activities aiming at preventing conflicts.  

 

                                                 
24  United Nations Volunteer Programmeôs Contribution to the Implementation of the Brussels 

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (2006); ñMid- Term Review of the 

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (2001-2010)ò. 

Available at: 

http://www0.un.org/special-

rep/ohrlls/ldc/MTR/UNV%20SECTORAL%20REPORT%2007%2028%202006%20version%20I.pdf. 

Accessed 25/01/2008. 
25

 PNUD (2007), Projet de Consolidation de la Paix dans lôAµr et lôAzawak (PCPAA). Available at: 

http://www.pnud.ne/rappcpaa07.pdf. Accessed 25/01/2008. 

http://www0.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/ldc/MTR/UNV%20SECTORAL%20REPORT%2007%2028%202006%20version%20I.pdf
http://www0.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/ldc/MTR/UNV%20SECTORAL%20REPORT%2007%2028%202006%20version%20I.pdf
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According to the most recent UNDP Annual Report on the implementation of the 

project, issued in January 2007, 291 cooperatives have been formed assembling 3 075 

ex-combatants.  In addition, 278 micro-projects involving ex-combatants have been 

financed.  Shortfalls in the achievement of the planned results have been caused by 

delays in receiving the list of the ex-combatants.  Additional problems relate to the 

identifications of the reinsertion sites. 

 

The Financial Report of UNDP issued on 28 February 2007 reported that 2, 498 ex-

combatants have already benefitted from financial support.  A total of $US 222 000 

has been disbursed for financing micro-projects of cooperatives of ex-combatants; 

with $US 28 000 having been disbursed for activities devoted to the training of ex-

combatants.  

 

2.3 IDPs  

 

No information is available with regard to projects targeting IDPs. In October 2007 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) reported that due to the continued 

deterioration of humanitarian conditions caused by new confrontations between 

government forces and the Movement of Nigeriens for Justice (MNJ) an estimated 

108 households or 756 people have reportedly left the area of Iférouane since 

February 2007
26

. Furthermore, Relief Web reported that humanitarian organisations 

had received additional reports of flood affected locations. However, relevant data on 

the impacts are not yet available
27

. The most recent assessment of IDPs in Niger at the 

beginning of 2007 states 11 000 people were forced to displace due to the ongoing 

conflict. The IRIN, on the 10
th
 December 2007, reported that according to several 

Nigerien and international sources displaced people have been forced by the Nigerien 

army to keep moving to government controlled areas and not to congregate in camps 

or informal settlements
28

  

                                                 
26

 IDMC (October 2007), ñMali / Niger: Civilians flee fighting between government troops and nomad 

groupsò, IDP News Alert, 11.10.2007. Available at: http://www.internal-

displacement.org/8025708F004D31AA/(httpIDPNewsAlerts)/14B1B44ABBFE0E32C1257371006222

40?OpenDocument#anchor5. Accessed 22/01/2008. 
27

 Ibid. 
28

 IRIN (December 2007), ñNiger: News filtering out of north suggests grave conditionsò Humanitarian 

news and analysis, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 10 December 2007. 

Available at: http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=75792. Accessed 22/01/2008. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/EDIS-77SKA9?OpenDocument&rc=1&cc=ner
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004D31AA/(httpIDPNewsAlerts)/14B1B44ABBFE0E32C125737100622240?OpenDocument#anchor5
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004D31AA/(httpIDPNewsAlerts)/14B1B44ABBFE0E32C125737100622240?OpenDocument#anchor5
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004D31AA/(httpIDPNewsAlerts)/14B1B44ABBFE0E32C125737100622240?OpenDocument#anchor5
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=75792
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2.4 Vulnerable groups 

 

No information is available with regard to child soldiers involved in the conflict.  The 

Escola de Pau DDR review of the DDR operation in Niger reports that 12 

cooperatives composed by women ex-combatants have been created under the UNDP 

project for peace consolidation in the areas of Aïr and Azawak
29

. However, detailed 

information can not be found in the last report issued by the UNDP in January 2007. 

The only information relative to women ex-combatants in that report is relative to the 

completion of the objective 1.1.5 relative to the raising awareness of ex-combatants 

with regard to social life and gender dimension. Some groups of women have been 

formed and some women have taken a leadership position
30

.  

 

3. SSR 

No information about programs targeting SSR in Niger was available at the time of 

the research.  

 

4. Contextualising Human Security 

 

4.1 Pre-conflict scenario 

 

The Sahelian nation of Niger situated at the crossroad of west and north Africa and 

bordered by Mali, Chad, Algeria, Benin, Burkina-Faso, Libya, and Nigeria, is one of 

the poorest countries in the world with minimal government services.
31

  Its economy 

is dominated by agriculture and livestock, which accounted for 74% of GDP in 2004
32

. 

Less than 3% of the total land is arable, including the irrigated areas along the Niger 

River. The 2005 severe food crisis that hit Niger highlighted its chronic food 

insecurity.  

 

                                                 
29

 Escola de Cultura de Pau (2007) ñNigerò, Agencia Espa¶ola de Cooperaci·n Internacional. Available 

at: http://www.escolapau.org/img/programas/desarme/mapa/nigeri.pdf. Accessed 22/01/2008. Accessed 

16/05/2008. 
30

 PNUD (2007), ñPCPAAò, op. cit. 
31

 CIA (2007), The World Factbook, op. cit.  
32

 African Economic Outlook (2006) ñNigerò, op. cit. 

http://www.escolapau.org/img/programas/desarme/mapa/nigeri.pdf
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A major portion of the central government budget is derived from taxes and royalties 

on uranium, which is mined predominately in Tuareg inhabited regions of the north.  

The government and civil service has tended to be dominated by larger settled groups 

such as the Hausa and Songhai (Songhai and Zarma) speaking peoples, who constitute 

around 50% and 25% of the population respectively. 

 

4.2 Impacts of the conflict 

 

The civil war in Niger led to a break in previously good inter-ethnic relations.  It also 

led to an increase in insecurity, especially in the north of the country.  Banditry 

kidnappings and general lawlessness increased exponentially during and in the years 

following the conflict.  In 1998 soldiers in Zinder, Diffa and Agadez mutinied taking 

10 foreign nationals hostage.  The soldiers held the hostages for about ten days at 

which time their demands for better pay were met
33

. Another large scale mutiny 

occurred in August 2002 again in Diffa and surrounding towns
34

. 

 

In addition to increased insecurity the conflict also had an incredible detrimental 

impact on the lives of Tuaregs in the north of the county.  Due to the migratory nature 

of life in the Saharan reaches of northern Niger, precise numbers of either IDPs or 

refugees are hard to determine.  What is known is that thousands of Tuareg fled to 

Algeria, Libya and Burkina Faso to escape conflict between Tuareg rebels and the 

governments of Niger and Mali.   

 

4.3 The post conflict socio-economic challenges 

An assessment of the challenges Niger will face is very difficult to undertake, since 

there is only very limited official data and statistics since the end of the hostilities.  

However the challenges Niger faces are daunting.  As one of the poorest nations on 

the planet Nigerôs development is hampered by low levels of literacy, education, 

human capital; as well as high levels of unemployment.   

 

5. Human Security Dynamics in the post-conflict period 
                                                 
33

 BBC News (1998), ñHostages in Niger army revolt releasedò, BBC, 1.03.1998. Available at: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/61160.stm Accessed 16/05/2008. 
34

 BBC News (2002), ñTroops put down Niger mutinyò, BBC, 9.08.2002. Available at: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/2183345.stm. Accessed 16/05/2008. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/61160.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/2183345.stm


   

 12 

 

5.1 Freedom from want 

 

More than 63% of the population is believed to be below the poverty line (2003 

est.).
35

 There are significant wealth and income disparities in both rural and urban 

areas.  Though Niger is one of the worldôs leading exporter of uranium there is wide 

spread poverty.  Other exports include livestock, cowpeas, and onions.  Main exports 

partners are France (34.8%) and the US (26.6%). 
36

  

 

Niger remains one of the poorest countries in the world, ranking last on the United 

Nations Development Fund index of human development.  It is a landlocked nation, 

whose economy centres on subsistence crops and livestock.  Major problems related 

to desertification and continuous strongly affect the Nigerien economy.  In 2005, a 

drought and locust infestation led to food shortages for 2.5 million people.  Niger has 

$2.1 billion of external debt (2003 est.).
37

In December 2000, Niger qualified for 

enhanced debt relief under the International Monetary Fund (IMF) program for 

Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC). In December 2005, Niger received 100% 

multilateral debt relief from the IMF, which translates into the forgiveness of 

approximately US $86 million in debts to the IMF.
38

 Niger relies on foreign donor 

resources for half of the government's budget. 

 

5.2 Freedom from fear 

 

Amnesty International Report on Niger reports that following the Tchin- Tabaraden 

massacre, a commission was set up by the National Conference with the purpose of 

investigate political crimes and abuses.  The Commission undertook an inquiry and 

produced a report. Maliki Boureima, an army officer, was arrested after his admitting 

that he killed some Tuaregs.  Two other non-commissioned officers were also arrested.  

However, the three men were soon released.
39

 The culture of impunity is still 

characterising Niger. In December 2007, Amnesty International reported alarm at the 

                                                 
35

 CIA World  Factbook, op. cit.   
36

 Ibid. 
37

 Ibid. 
38

 Ibid.  
39

 Amnesty International, Niger Report (1999), op. cit.  
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increasing number of extrajudicial executions of civilians by the army in the Agadez 

region and asked the Nigerien authorities to put an immediate stop to them.
40
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